
BUSINESS SESSION OF THE NATIONAL MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 

AT CLEVELAND, OHIO, DECEMBER 29, 1819 

THX business session of the twenty- 
fifth annual meeting of the National 
Municipal League was held in connec- 
tion with a dinner and smoker, at the 
Hotel Statler, Cleveland, Ohio, Decem- 
ber 29,1919, at 7 p.m. 

Between the dinner and the conven- 
ing of the business session, Mr. Lawson 
Purdy, president of the League, re- 
ferred feelingly to the retirement of 
Mr. Clinton Rogers Woodruff after 
twenty-five years’ service as secretary 
of the League. Mr. P u d y  took this 
occasion to present to Mr. Woodruff, 
on behalf of members of the National 
Municipal League, a silver humidor 
bearing the following inscription : 

As every institution is but the lengthened 
shadow of a man so the National Municipal 
League hereby gratefully acknowledges that it is 
but another name for 

CLINTON ROGERS WOODRUFF 

who has been for twenty-five years its devoted 
secretary, its organizing genius, its motive force, 
its guiding spirit. 
H e  found the National Municipal League a 

mere project; he leaves it the central force of 
American civics. He found municipal reform a 
feeble aspiration; he leaves it the foremost 
achievement of modern democracy. 

In grateful testimony whereof, this token is 
presented by the National Municipal League a t  
its annual meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, Decem- 
ber 29. 1919. 

The business session of the League 
having been called to order by the 
president, the treasurer, M i .  Raymond 
V. Ingersoll, presented the treasurer’s 
report, which was referred to the audi- 
tors for the usual action. 

M i .  Ingersoll, presenting the report 
of the nominating committee, an- 
nounced that the Hon. Charles E. 

Hughes, formerly justice of the United 
States supreme court, had consented 
t o  have his name placed in nomination 
for the presidency of the League, 
and Mr. Frank A. Vanderlip, formerly 
assistant secretary of the treasury of 
the United States, for the treasurership 
of the League. 

The committee recommended the 
election of Mr. Clinton Rogers Wood- 
ruff as honorary secretary. Nomina- 
tions were also made for vice-presidents 
and members of the council. 

In  recommending Judge Hughes and Mr. 
Vanderlip for officers of the League, Mr. Inger- 
SOU expressed the opinion that the securing of 
two men with such great ability and reputation 
ought greatly to increase the possibilities of the 
League for valuable work. 

Judge Hughes, Mr. Ingersoll pointed out, has 
an unusual grasp of local, state and national 
public affairs. His familiarity with state govern- 
ment will be particularly valuable a t  a time 
when the League is properly turning its atten- 
tion to that subject. He is devoting more and 
more of his time to public questions and will 
unquestionably take a very active interest in 
developing the League along sound and effective 
lines. 

Mr. Vanderlip, Mr. Ingersoll stated, has not 
only had very broad experience as a banker, but 
has held public office in two national administra- 
tions and has always kept closely in touch with 
important public questions. In his recent book, 
“What Happened to Europe,” Mr. Vanderlip 
expressed a profound sense of the necessity for 
securing better standards of government in this 
country. 

In recommending that Mr. Woodruff be made 
honorary secretary, Mr. Ingersoll said the com- 
mittee had in mind that this would be an 
appropriate way of showing appreciation for 
the exceptional work which he has done for the 
past twenty-five years in building up the League. 
and would also keep for the benefit of the organi- 
zation the prestige in municipal matters which 
goes with Mr. Woodruff’s name. 

98 



BUSINESS SESSION OF NATIONAL MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 99 

Upon motion, the secretary cast a 
ballot for the nominees for officers and 
members of the council as presented 
by the committee, and they were 
thereupon declared elected. (A list of 
the officers and members of the new 
council will be found on the fourth 
cover page of this issue of the NA- 
TIONAL MUNICIPAL REVIEW.) 

The election of a secretary was re- 
ferred to the council with power to act. 

The amendments to the constitu- 
tion of the League, reported by Mr. L. 
D. Upson, were considered seriatim. 
The constitution as amended and 
adopted will be published in the March 
issue of the NATIONAL MUNICIPAL 
REVIEW. 

On motion of Mr. Mayo Fesler it 
was resolved “that the members here 

present desire that the name of the 
League shall be changed to conform 
with the first object as set forth in the 
first paragraph of Article 11, and that 
the matter be referred to the council, 
with the request that it report at the 
next meeting its recommendations, 
with the form to be adopted, as an 
amendment to the constitution. ” 

Following discussion of a more suit- 
able name for the NATIONAL MUNICI- 
PAL REVIEW the council was author- 
ized to make such change as it may see 
fit at any time previous to the next 
annual meeting of the League. 

After being favored by Mr. Judson 
King and Prof. A. R. Hatton with a 
description of the operation of the non- 
partisan league of North Dakota, the 
meeting adjourned. 


